Week 2
July 18, 2021

Prodigal God*
Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus teach. This made the Pharisees…
complain that He was associating with such sinful people—even eating with them! (Luke 15:1-2)
There is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns to God than over ninety-nine
others who are righteous and haven’t strayed away! (15:7)
While (the younger son) was still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and
compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. We must celebrate with a feast! (15:20, 23)
The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came out and begged him to come. ‘Look, dear
son, you have always stayed by me, and everything I have is yours. We had to celebrate this happy day.
For your brother was dead and has come back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!’” (15:28, 31-32)
*With thanks to Tim Keller for this title

Reflection Questions
1. What prompted Jesus to tell the 3 lost & found stories? (Luke 15:1-2) Compare the stories
—what does each add to the point Jesus makes?
2. In the story of the father and 2 sons, who does each character represent? (11-32)
3. What knowledge prompted the younger son to return? (17) Do you believe he was fully
repentant at this point? (18-19)
4. What do we learn about the father from verses 22-24? What is the significance of the
robe, ring, shoes, and calf? What do we learn about the father from verses 28, 31-32?
(compare 29-30)
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Application Questions
1. Which character do you relate to the most? What mistakes and attitudes of the sons are a
possible trap for you? Or, do you most relate to the pain the father would have
experienced?
2. If you are a parent, what lessons or encouragements are there in the portrait of this father?
Even if you are not a parent, how can we display God’s love, grace and forgiveness more
like he did?
3. How can I be more engaged in bringing people to Christ, that another angel celebration
might be held on their behalf?
4. Pray that God would show us how much we have the heart of the wandering younger son,
the hardened entitled older son, or the generous merciful father, and make us more like
Him.

This week we are listening to

Other Scriptures to consider

Run to the Father
Yes and Amen
Reckless love

Psalm 103
Luke 7:36-50
Ephesians 2:1-10

Notes
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